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THIS JOY THAT | HAVE
A Journey Through Philippians
Philippians 1:12-20

Series Aim: To equip and encourage believers to embrace and choose joy in every season of life.

CONFIDENCE INSTEAD OF COMPLAINT v. 12

Despite his imprisonment, Paul remained confident in the spread of the gospel of Jesus Christ. The word “progress” means “to
move out”. Just as a pioneer advance into uncharted territory so that others may come in behind, so also Paul sees his
confinement as a catalyst for the gospel to launch forward.

e God uses our pain to promote His purpose. 2 Corinthians 11:22-33, James 1:2-3
e Paul does not want sympathy but desires that his readers are more confident in their own witness.

THE CALLING OF THE CHAINS v.13

Paul gives some specific details about his present confinement.:” so that it has become evident to the whole palace guard, and to
all the rest, that my chains are in Christ;”. For two years, Paul was fastened in chains that were probably extended handcuffs
about 18 inches long. These chains were always attached to his wrist and restricted his movement. Day and night, Paul was only
18 inches away from a Roman soldier. Paul believes his imprisonment is of divine appointment.

e  God permitted this suffering so that the gospel might spread to others.
®  You are not where you are by accident, it’s a divine appointment.

ONE BELIEVER ON FIRE v. 14
Paul shares as a result of his imprisonment, the believers in Rome have far more boldness and courage to tell others about Christ.
Without his imprisonment, the church in Rome would be much weaker in sharing the gospel.

e Think about how God can use your circumstance to influence other believers for Christ.
e Will your circumstances cause you to shrink from sharing your faith?

MOTIVES IN MINISTRY MATTER vv. 15-18
Paul addresses ministers in Rome who had the wrong motivation for ministry. He names three wrong motivations that he observed.

e  Envy-“a resentful, dissatisfied longing for another’s possessions, position, fortune, achievements, or success”
e  Strife-“heated contention, quarreling, harmful arguing”
o Selfish Ambition-“serving for personal gain”

The motives of every believer in ministry are critically important to God. It matters not only what we say or do, but why we do it.
Paul communicates that we should serve because of goodwill and love.

e Goodwill-“pure motives”
e Love-“having a pure passion for Jesus Christ and His gospel

JOY IN GOD’S SOVEREIGNTY vv. 19-20

How could Paul have so much resilient joy2 The answer lies in the fact that he had a deep certainty in the Lord’s sovereign
purposes for his life, “I know that this will turn out for my deliverance”. This word “know” means to know something is certain.
Paul’s joy is deeply grounded in his convictions about God himself. “Earnest expectation” means literally “to stretch the neck
forward”. The idea of one of straining to look ahead to the future. “Hope” refers to the certain confidence that God will cause
all things to work for His glory.



